
Happy New Year!!   

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and a fun New Year.  
Despite the weather we have had a great first week back and 
it is lovely to welcome Miss Janis Purtz to the staff team. Miss  
Purtz is teaching some of the Y5/6 children during the mornings  
and will be with us until the end of the school year.  Being able to  
split Willow Class into smaller numbers is a fortunate position to  
be in! 

Message from Dame Rachel de Souza (Children’s  
Commissioner) Schools have received and been asked to  
share the following message from Dame Rachel de Souza:  

'Supporting children’s safety is a shared responsibility between families, schools and wider  
society. For parents and carers, this responsibility has become increasingly complex as  
children’s lives are now deeply intertwined with the digital world. Many parents face difficult 
decisions about how to balance protecting children from online harm with enabling access  
to spaces that are now central to learning, socialising and play.’  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-
a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/ 

Weather Warnings  Whilst the rest of the country is being battered with wind, 
snow, rain, sleet and goodness what else, we seem to have escaped much of the 
really bad weather.  In the event that we do get bad weather, (so bad that we have 
to close) you will receive a text via Arbor and there will be a message on the home 
page of the school website.  In all cases, assume that school is open unless you 
hear from us that it is not!  In the meantime, please continue to send the children 
to school in suitable clothing! Thank you. 

Why Reading for Pleasure Matters for Children  Reading for enjoyment is 
one of the most powerful ways to support your child’s learning and well-
being. Children who read regularly for pleasure develop 
stronger vocabulary, better comprehension, and often 
achieve higher results across all subjects—not just 

English. Beyond academic benefits, reading sparks imagination, builds 
empathy, and helps children understand different perspectives. It also 
promotes emotional resilience and provides a calming activity that reduces 
stress. Most importantly, it nurtures a lifelong love of learning, giving your 
child the confidence and curiosity to thrive both in school and beyond.  If you 
don’t already, please make extra special time to read for pleasure with your 
children on a daily basis!  Thank you 
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This half term our whole school topic is: ‘Invaders’

11 Feb - 
Parent Pop 
In 

13 Feb - 
Break up 

23 Feb - 
Training Day 

24 Feb - 
Children 
return 

https://darleyandsummerbridge.co.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/


Big New Year Congratulations to the Lund family on the safe 
arrival of Betsy - wishing you lots of exciting times ahead! 

And finally…Our Trust has launched a new initiative called 
Strive.  It is the trust’s belief that “Every child deserves to 
Achieve, Belong and Thrive and we strive to make that 
happen”




